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The play “Death of a salesman” by Arthur Miller revolves around Willy Loman, whereby after spending several years travelling as a salesman, Willy Loman becomes conscious that he has failed as both a father and husband. His sons Biff and Happy are not successful either, his career is fading and by so realizing, he escapes into a dreamy reminiscence of an idealized past. Basically the Death of a Salesman addresses identity loss and the inability of an individual to accept the changes of life and times and the changes with himself and within the society. In act one Willy tells Linda that he would go to Hartford where he is well liked, he adds that the trouble there is that people don’t seem to take to him (Chen, pg 86).  Here, he contradicts himself as both well liked and ignored. This is a sign of not accepting the changes around him. The play is a medley of memories, confrontations, dreams and arguments which make the last 24 hours of Loman’s life. The play ends with him committing suicide followed by his funeral.   
The elements of fiction I chose to address as used in this film are Themes. There are several themes utilized throughout the play that keep the audience enticed and wanting to find out more about what happened at the end of the play. Generally, themes are ideas and beliefs that writers use in their texts and even plays to make the story more appealing and interesting in a manner that help the audience understand the hidden meaning in the play, fiction or a story. Death of Salesman has different themes and can be described as one of the best modern tragedy. This paper therefore critically analyses various themes as elements of fiction as used throughout the play.
Theme number one is the American dream. This is one theme that most literally works have utilized to put a message out there. In this play, the characters try to reach this dream in one way or the other. They however feel frustrated when acing failure. In act one, Willy says to Ben that “business is bad, it’s murderous but not for me of course” (Miller, Cobb, Dunnock, Grosbard, & North,pg. 156). In this case, he does not want to accept that the reason he is not well-liked as he claims is because people can see right through him. As seen in the play, Wagner Howard is an example of an individual who has inherited this dream from his father. Bernard’s son Charley on the other hand happened to achieve this dream through the legal profession. One character in this play that continually faces failure is Willy Loman. Initially, Loman believed that finding success is as easy as wanting it. In act one, he says “the man knew what he wanted and  went out and got it, walked into the jungle and comes out, the age of twenty and he’s rich” (Jacobson, pg. 247).
 However, he could not become a world-class salesman neither could he help his sons reach or achieve his failed dream. At this age, Biff is a standard example of failure while Happy is not even ambitious. Happy says he sometimes feel like ripping off his clothes in the middle of the store and outbox the merchandize manager (Ross, pg 184). Ben on the other hand achieved this dream at a young age. In act two Ben tells Willy he has got a new continent at his doorstep that he should get out and fight for a fortune out there (Murphy,pg. 190) Willy however did not and therefore, out of frustrations he commits suicide. 
Theme number two is Dangers of modernity. Modernity has had its fair share in the frustrations of Willy Loman. It is apparent that modernity has kicked off since the decades of the 50’s.  It was becoming firm in the United States and it was rendering distinguished professionals entirely obsolete. The modernity was a major threat to different profession in the United States. As portrayed in this play, Willy’s profession was one of them. Initially, he thought he had it all, he at some point told his sons that he was such a notable salesman that people knew him up and down, and that he could park his car in any street in new England and the cops would protect it as their own (Miller, & Celada, pg 201). Howard started fidgeting with the radio in such a manner that made it clear to Willy that technological developments were replacing human beings. Basing on how the film ends, the modern objects and their presence in the play have played a major role in increasing Loman’s frustrations. 
The third theme utilized as an element of fiction is gender relations. The gender issues as well as relationships with opposite gender are used in this film. Considering the presence of modernity and materialism becoming firm in the society, it is happening that; the female is replacing the patriarchy and is becoming the head of the family. As portrayed in the film Willy’s affair with the attractive anonymous Boston woman and the womanizing attitude of his son all point out to gender relationships in the capitalistic society.  Appealingly, Linda does not in any way fall victim to any of the modern thinking. She does not become a tool to be exploited; she on the contrary stays loyal and supportive to her husband. In act two, even when things seem to go south for Willy she is concerned about Willy’s massive aspirations getting better of him and she tells him that it doesn’t have to be everyone conquering the world, he is well liked and the boys love him and someday he’d become a member of the firm (Parker, pg 144).In act two still, when Willy says he’d get a New York job Linda supports him and says “that’s the spirit” (Koon, pg. 151).
The other theme is opportunity. Although everyone tries their best, it is apparent that material luck belongs to those who exploit opportunities. Wagner is aware that Loman does not have skills of the modern marketing. He knows that Loman is no match to modern business innovations and this is why he sucks him without any empathy. To Wagner, this is an opportunity for Loman to get new hands but Loman does not see it as an opportunity to improve himself professionally. Similarly, Happy found an opportunity but on the other hand Biff lacks the insight to see the opportunity. He practically wants a primal form of competition.  As a matter of fact, both Bernard and Biff have the same opportunities but only one decides to exploit it while the other does not. In act one Ben says opportunity is tremendous in Alaska (Feldman, pg. 212).He exploits it. Now this makes the difference.  
Family is also another theme used in this film to enhance the comprehensibility of the play. The play is about a tragedy of a family that could not get into terms with the changing times. In the film, Loman is trying to achieve his America dream and in the process he loses his senses. He realizes that he has already disconnected with the modern market and therefore to achieve his dreams he can only rely on his sons. However, they both fail. Biff basically has no idea of what he wants to do in life while Happy on the other hand dies not have any dream. It would therefore be in order to conclude that Loman and his sons have been implicitly presented as a failed family. Having realized that his family has failed, Willy says that there were more people ruining the country which was supposed to mean that his family’s lack of success was as a result of population growth increasing competition (Thomson, pg.171).
In conclusion, the play has utilized various themes as an element of fiction. The American dream theme, dangers of modernity, Gender relations, opportunity and family have been utilized by the author to make the play appealing persuasive and to help the readers understand the hidden messages in the play. It is through these themes that the reader or the general audience is able to fully comprehend the message behind the play and what it really addresses. 
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